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• There are several London Plan policies that are particularly relevant to context-driven planning 

and design. Policy D1: ‘London’s form, character and capacity for growth’ states that boroughs should 
undertake area assessments to define the characteristics, qualities, and values of places within their 
areas, and should identify areas of growth. Other policies, including D2 to D5, D9, and HC1 are also 
relevant. Together, these policies aim to ensure that development responds appropriately to its context.   
 

• Boroughs and Neighbourhood Planning Groups should identify what locations and features 
design codes should cover. This may include specific streets and lanes, street-facing areas, and 
back-land and residential extension conditions and vary depending on character types. A list of possible 
character types can be found in London's Historic Character Thesaurus and User Guide by Historic 
England.  

 
• Character assessments must be cautious of reductive analysis. For example, reducing a building’s 

character to its parts, i.e., foundation, middle, and roofline, may overlook the contribution of window 
placements, architectural expression and detail, and subtle variation in form. Critical thinking is required 
to obtain the mindset and values of a place’s character rather than physically copying its outcomes.  

 
• When you are working with developers, it is important to ask questions that introduce context 

into the design discussion. Council officers could ask, ‘how has your contextual analysis influenced 
the design of your building?’ and ‘what is important about the character of this area?’. Asking these 
questions will make explicit the themes of context-driven planning and design. 
 

• The rate of change in London and the demand for growth is acute. Where a proposed development 
is greater in scale than its surroundings, a masterplanning approach where massing helps mediate 
between existing and tall buildings may be taken. London’s mansion blocks typology may provide a 
useful template for high-density development and mediate between historic three and four-storey fabric 
and taller buildings. New building typologies can still be ‘of-this-place’ and reference historical forms 
whilst not replicating them.  

 
• Developments that respond to character and context can bring the community on board and 

reduce planning risk. The BeFirst development on 200 Becontree Avenue in the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham by Archio Architects is a good example of context-led design.  
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