
Many local planning authorities have told us about
problems they face refusing anything but well-designed
schemes because of worries the Planning Inspectors will
overturn their decision. So to help we have put together
these resources which we hope will give you confidence
to hold out for well-designed schemes in your area.  
  
Alongside new good practice guidance, you will find
below videos explaining the how’s and why’s of design
with design at appeal. We also suggest you look at
UCL’s recent research into inspector decisions –
Appealing Designs. 
 

This short pdf has been produced with the kind assistance of Christine Thorby, Former Director of
Strategy and Head of Planning Projection at the Planning Inspectorate. It provides down to earth advice
on how to avoid an appeal in the first place, but if not possible, how to construct your evidence base and
present your arguments. 

Design and planning appeals: a good practice guide 
Speaker: Christine Thorby 

[15 minutes] 

Christine has worked for many years as a Planning Inspector and

until recently was the Former Director of Strategy and Head of

Planning Projection. She talks through the advice included in UDL’s

new document which includes; how to avoid in the first place, the

importance of good pre application and application processes to

create a clear evidence base, the need for strong and locally

specific design policies, robust and detailed decision notices and

reasons for refusal. Please note, this recording was taken from a

UDL Legal update event.

Download the Design and Appeal document here

http://placealliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Place-Alliance-Appealing-Design_2022-Final.pdf
https://vimeo.com/721019535
https://www.urbandesignlondon.com/documents/2207/Design_and_Planning_Appeals.pdf
https://www.urbandesignlondon.com/documents/2207/Design_and_Planning_Appeals.pdf


Appealing design: design based planning appeals, has

the tide turned?  
Speaker: Prof. Matthew Carmona 

[15 minutes] 

Matthew Carmona explains his recent research which shows more

design related appeals are being turned since the National

Planning Policy Framework was updated, with strong design

policies, in the summer of 2021. 
 

An appeal example from Leicester

Speaker: Justin Webber 

[15 minutes] 

Justin is the Senior Building Conservation Officer at Leicester City

Council. With the help of an appeal case for residential

development on a key city site, he explains how the local authority

take a strong stand on design quality and in this case could hold

out against a less than well designed scheme even thought they

did not have a full 5 years housing land supply.  

Lessons from an expert witness  
Speaker: Amanda Reynolds 

[12 Bites] 

Amanda has given evidence as a design witness at numerous

appeals, mainly in London and the south east. In this series of 12

bites she explains the things she has learnt over the years

including the kind of design issues that get discussed at appeal

and how to suggest appropriate design. 

https://vimeo.com/719894455
http://placealliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Place-Alliance-Appealing-Design_2022-Final.pdf
https://vimeo.com/719905137
https://vimeo.com/user/111580372/folder/11234464
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