
Hello and welcome to this first edition of UDLearning
Bites, a new email service we hope to offer as part of our
subscription packages. The idea is to offer you access to
edited clips from our events so you can quickly and easily
learn about topical and relevant case studies, advice and
information.  

We can't wait to hear what you think of it! 

Best wishes,  
Esther Kurland, Head of UDL

Design Codes are a very useful tool to help deliver well designed and successful places.  The Government is

supporting their use with the National Model Design Code (2021) and policy explaining their importance in

the National Planning Policy Framework (2021). The Government has also been running Design Code Pilots to

learn how they can be used in different circumstances.

In 2021 UDL ran a Code School to help local authorities better understand what codes are and how they can best

use them. 

Here are 7 clips from some of the talks given at the school, each talking through a design code case study. 

Building a better place for over 5000 homes 
Speaker: Amy Burbidge, Homes England 
[10 minutes]

New design codes were developed for a large scale project in

Corby, helping to ensure change overcame infrastructure

problems.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://vimeo.com/665576243/d227261664
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/homes-england


An Investment into Thamesmead 
Speaker: Ben Croot, LDA 
[12 minutes]

This project set out to use green infrastructure to ensure new

housing on the east London site would have good living standards

and people could enjoy light, air and space.

Co-designing with Rural Communities 
Speaker: Hana Loftus, GCPS 
[18 minutes] 

This example looks at how rural communities in South Cambridge

were supported so they could steer design requirements for their

villages and get what they wanted from planning processes.

Woodland Restoration 
Speaker: David Wesselingh, LDA 
[12 minutes] 

Here we find out about how a contextual approach helped to

ensure an urban extension of 550 homes would sit harmoniously

within its woodland setting.

Housing Developments in Cambridge 
Speaker: Jo Clark, Countryside 
[14 minutes] 

In this Bite we learn about the use of codes in across southern

Cambridge – an area that has pioneered design coding in recent

times.

https://vimeo.com/665576748/6473b76157
https://www.lda-design.co.uk/
https://vimeo.com/665578646/351a0f9ee7
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/
https://vimeo.com/665577783/d1644a8113
https://www.lda-design.co.uk/
https://vimeo.com/665580672/44f84c73db
https://www.countrysidepartnerships.com/


Evolution or Preservation? 
Speaker: Steve Tilbury, Steve Tilbury Consulting 
[17 minutes] 

Winchester is described as a city defined by its landscape.  In this

example we learn about how a controversial scheme was

supported by good design approaches to help the city evolve.

How Design Codes are applied in Hackney 
Speaker: Sue Cooke, LB Hackney 
[9 minutes] 

Here we learn about how engagement with communities in

Hackney, London has helped lead to specific design guidance and

codes that are both physically and socially contextual.

Please let us know what you think by completing a survey here!
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